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These are the Spencer Yards



The only surviving functioning wheelhouse in 
the US



The Wreck of the Old 97



The Wreck 
of the Old 

97

• It was the first 
1m selling 
record in the 
US.

• Vernon 
Dalhart, light 
opera singer



• It was also a folk remix 
– the tune of an older 
song, new words

• AND the first big 
copyright case – stayed 
in court so long on 
appeal that the winner 
never was able to 
collect



Centenary time capsule



Me



Bartle



Farmer & Morningstar



Curtis



The Laws

• Collected folk wisdom from the MUD-Dev 
mailing list

http://www.raphkoster.com/gaming/lawsindex.shtml

http://www.raphkoster.com/gaming/lawsindex.shtml


The industry is 
changing fast

• Screen size is dropping: 
Mobile devices of all 
sorts (netbooks, MIDs, 
etc) are spreading

• Costs have kept rising 
for AAA

• What used to be “casual” 
games are spreading



“Impostor” games

• What used to be university research 
projects are now mainstream



Dinosaurs?



Opera



WoW



Lohengrin



How people access the Net
How people access the Net

37%

30%

33%

PC

Mobile

Both



Happy Meal 3.0



Bankquest



Pop songs

Because people like to dance.



Are virtual worlds places?



Or are they fads?



The Spencer Yards died to diesel







Containerization

1. The process of aggressive standardization 
that made all shipping containers 
interchangeable across all transportation 
vehicles.

2. see also DikuMUD, World of Warcraft, 

Club Penguin.



Wax cylinders

Music used to be personal; then it became 
commodity





Joan Baez

In some ways,

Virtual worlds are

Hootenannies



MMOGs on 9/12/01



The line we jam around

I - I7 - IV - I  - V7 - IV - I - I



Visual compositions are made of spaces



That are visual compositions



Some of this is Game Grammar stuff

• Territory

• Preparation

• Core mechanic (skill 

required)

• Range of challenges

• Choice of abilities

• Variable feedback

• Bad return on investment

• Cost of failure



Some of this is Game Grammar stuff

• Where?

• When?

• How?

• What?

• With?

• For?

• Few?

• Phooey.



But games are also made of cultural structure 



We talk to 
ourselves 

a lot



In some ways

We’re all doing 
cover versions 
of the Old 97



Torn between 
commercialism

Did you know?

• VOIP makes us meet 
less strangers

• Real world 
discriminatory 
practices are evoked 
by avatars

• “Partial attention” 
and “multitasking” 
are physical 
impossibilities



And new realities 



The NCRC, Rowan County



Opera



Cybercafe in Kenya



So… Metaplace. Why?



Some stats

• Under 4000 users have been given access

• 20,000 worlds created

– Most of which are empty, and crap

– But some of which are amazing

• Most users make many worlds, not one



Cover songs







And originals



























GATECH
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