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A new ethos
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A sword made of code…
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DikU sets the template
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A social sandbox
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MMOs go “flat”
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The regular gamers show up
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Web-based PHP strategy grows up
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MMOs continue to pick up new mechanics
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Survival breaks out
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Roleplay in unexpected places
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Glitch switches tracks
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Glitch becomes Slack
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Looter-Shooters go to console… and MMO
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And then we reinvent irc once more
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We now have too many ways to chat
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Massively multiplayer augmented reality
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Massively multiplayer virtual reality
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Battle royale
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…with ambitions

   

MMO

User Run

Sandbox

PVP PVE Web Worlds

SocialAsynch 
Strategy

FPSARG

Session 
based game

RPG VW

MMOFPS

Kid’s worlds

Looter-Shooter

MOBA

Social Media

Social Games

Esports

Streaming

Survival

chat

AR games

VR chat

Battle royale

Fortnite

Metaverse

Creative 
mode

Roblox

Minecraft



…with ambitions

   

MMO

User Run

Sandbox

PVP PVE Web Worlds

SocialAsynch 
Strategy

FPSARG

Session 
based game

RPG VW

MMOFPS

Kid’s worlds

Looter-Shooter

MOBA

Social Media

Social Games

Esports

Streaming

Survival

chat

AR games

VR chat

Battle royale

Fortnite

Metaverse

Creative 
mode

Roblox

Minecraft



SO now what?
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Some takeaways
• A lot of “hot genres” are actually quite old!

• Big hits tend to  draw on multiple previous genres.

• Some things never change.
• Nothing has really changed in chat systems other than video.

• MMOs ARE  swallowing everything.
• And it’s hard to turn the GAAS corner.
• It’s the Community that matters.

• Metaverse and sandbox dreams are very much alive.
• But pure social tends to “go flat.”



misconceptions
“Sandboxes are inaccessible.”

• Roblox, Minecraft?

• Farming? Fashion? Crafting? Decorating houses?

“Those aren’t real games.”
• It was said of Neopets, Runescape, Farmville, Minecraft, Roblox…

• Interestingly, these are all mass market sandboxes.

“MMOs are dead.”
• As a marketing term, maybe.

• But history suggests they’re just getting started.



Learn from History
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